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IAPHP&LHDO, Inc.

Indiana’s State Association of County and City Health Officials

History – In 1937, the physicians serving as local health officers in Indiana’s counties organized themselves as the


In 1964, the group rewrote its constitution and by-laws and changed its name to the Indiana Association of Public Health Physicians.


In the mid 1990s, the constitution and by-laws were rewritten to include all health department staff members and members of local boards of health, and the name was changed to the Indiana Association of Public Health Physicians and Local Health Departments Organization, Inc. – IAPHP&LHDO, Inc.

Purpose – The purpose of having an organization for health officers, health department staff, and local board of health members is to strengthen the position of local health departments within their counties and with the state.  A prime example of working together was to assure that local health departments were included in the planning and approval of Emergency Preparedness grant application several years ago.


The local health departments are local units of county or city government, governed by their ordinances, and under the direction of the local health officer.  The Indiana State Department of Health has no administrative authority over local health departments, but serves as a resource for information and training for local health departments.  ISDH is also permitted by law to delegate some of its responsibilities to local health departments.  These responsibilities are not accompanied by funding.


An equally important purpose is to provide opportunities for collaboration, sharing of information, and identification of problems and suggested solutions among the health officers and health department staff members among Indiana’s counties.  Three business meetings are conducted annually for this purpose.


A third purpose is the role of the state counterpart to the National Association of County and City Health Officials.  The IAPHP&LHDO, Inc. serves as a liaison between the state and national organizations, facilitates communication and information exchange.  The executive director and assistant executive director also attend the NACCHO Winter Meeting for SACCHOs in Washington, D.C., without cost to the IAPHP&LHDO, Inc.

